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• Sulfurous air pollution started in late October, 2020

•Odor of matches striking, sewage, fireworks, and  burning  

• Thick odor that seeps through houses and neighborhoods
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•Neighbors reporting health impacts
• Complaints of headache, nausea, stinging eyes, sore throat
• Aggravated asthma and other chronic illness

•People forced to close windows and retreat inside
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West and North 
Berkeley impacted
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1. Berkeley Skate Park/Harrison Park
2. Urban Adamah
3. UC Village Little League Ballfields
4. Duck’s Nest Preschool
5. Centro Vida Preschool
6. Franklin Preschool
7. Golden Gate Learning Center
8. Redwood Garden Preschool
9. Cedar Rose Park
10. Jefferson Elementary School
11. Crowden School
12. Cedar Creek Montesorri School
13. The Berkeley School Early Childhood Center
14. Virginia-McGee Totland
15. Ohlone Greenway
16. Ohlone Park
17. Gan Shalom Preschool
18. Presentation Park
19. 29 Berkeley Lawn Bowling Club
20. Little Beans Preschool; Charlie Dorr Mini Park
21. Netivot Shalom Preschool
22. The Berkeley School
23. Strawberry Creek Park
24. Berkeley International Montessori School
25. Child Education Center
26. West Campus Pool
27. Oxford Elementary School
28. Berkeley Mini Way Park
29. Fox & Bear Child Care and Preschool
30. George Florence Park
31. Rosa Parks Elementary School
32. Berkeley Urban Garden School
33. James Kenney Park and Recreation Center/After 

School Program/Bahia
34. 4th Street Shopping District
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At risk parks, schools, pre-schools, 
recreation centers and neighborhoods
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James Kenny Park and Recreation Center

East 0.3 miles downwind



• >200 odor pollution complaints reported to Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District (BAAQMD) about the sulfur stink from late October-
end of December, 2020 

• Partial listing of days shown below

• Pollution and complaints continue into 2021
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• Bay Area Air Quality 
District (BAAQMD) and 
City of Berkeley ruled out 
sources

• BAAQMD factsheet 
12/9/20
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Latest chapter of historic struggle 
for clean air in West Berkeley



• BAAQMD issued 
Notice of Violations to 
Lehigh Hanson Asphalt, 
699 Virginia St., Berkeley 
for air pollution  
December 3 & 22, 2020
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www.baaqmd.gov/rules-and-compliance/compliance-assistance/notices-of-violations
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http://www.baaqmd.gov/rules-and-compliance/compliance-assistance/notices-of-violations


Pollution continued after first Violation, 

resulting in 2nd violation 13 business days later

and continued pollution after that
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•Air pollution’s two components:
• Odorous and/or and visible

• These can alert us to dangers

• Odorless and invisible
• Need equipment to detect
• Can pose more hazard  

www.baaqmd.gov/~/media/files/technical-services/dri-review-of-current-air-monitoring-capabilities-near-refineries_v5.pdf
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Asphalt manufacture
air pollution types

Greenhouse gases and health hazards

• sulfur oxides (SOx)

• nitrogen oxides (NOx)

• carbon monoxide (CO)

Health and environmental hazards

• polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs)

• phenol

• volatile organic compounds (VOCs)

• metals

• particulates

www3.epa.gov/ttnchie1/ap42/ch11/related/ea-report.pdf www.iwantcleanAIR.com
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1999 Settlement agreement
1. Oceanview Neighborhood 

Association 
2. City of Berkeley 
3. Berkeley Asphalt Company
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www.berkeleyside.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/BARM_Settlement.pdf

Six odor reduction 
requirements

a) Enclose asphalt truck 
loading

b) Vent vapors to the 
baghouse
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Six odor 
reduction 
requirements

a) Enclose 
asphalt 
truck 
loading

b) Vent 
vapors to 
the 
baghouse
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Unenclosed asphalt loading areas April 5, 2013.
13 years of non-compliance with legal settlement.



Non-
compliant

a) Enclose 
asphalt 
truck 
loading

b) Vent 
vapors to 
the 
baghouse
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See video of unenclosed, unvented asphalt loading: https://bit.ly/3oCCFEN.  
Visible emissions plumes being blown into the neighborhood.  
Worker exposed unprotected to emissions.  
August 14, 2019, 20 years of non-compliance with legal settlement.

https://bit.ly/3oCCFEN


2016 Berkeley City 
Council Report

2. Enforce the Use 
Permit and 1999 
Settlement 
Agreement

3. corrective action 
immediately
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2016 Berkeley City 
Council Report (continued)

¿¿¿Staff conclude 
operations compliant with 
Settlement???
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www.lehighhanson.com
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Bought Berkeley Asphalt in 2005
Acquired its assets
And its liabilities
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Clean Air Action
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City of Berkeley

1. Suspend Use 
Permit

2. 3rd party 
inspection

3. Revise Use 
Permit to 
protect 
Berkeley 
public health 
and 
environment
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• Suspension of Use Permit until all required mitigations 
are in place, tested, and shown to be effective

• Include additional state of the art pollution controls 
such as chemical scrubbers for sulfur pollution



City of Berkeley

1. Suspend Use 
Permit

2. 3rd party 
inspection

3. Revise Use 
Permit to 
protect 
Berkeley 
public health 
and 
environment

Asphalt Plant

1. Comply with 
1999 
settlement

2. + state of the 
art pollution 
controls and 
monitors

3. +mitigations 
for >20 years 
of non-
compliance
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Install continuous pollutant monitors 
within the asphalt plant

• running logs of pollution emission 
content and levels

• alarms for exceedances
• real time operations management 

based on pollution monitoring 
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BAAQMD

1. Enforce

2. Monitor

3. Permitting
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• cleanAIRberkeley@gmail.com
• 800-334-ODOR (6367)
• Mandates to City officials
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